Mrs. Lorraine Cliett Young
July 3, 1921 - September 22, 2015

FORT MEADE - Mrs. Lorraine "Skeetchie" Young passed away Tuesday, September 22,
2015 at home surrounded by her family at the age of 94. Mrs. Young was born on July 3,
1921 in Bowling Green, FL to William and Ruth Cole Cliett, and considered herself a
Hardee County girl her entire life. She grew up in Bowling Green with one sister and two
brothers and enjoyed all the advantages of growing up in a small, close knit community.
Mrs. Young met her husband to be, Tommy Young of Bartow, when she was fifteen and he
was seventeen years of age. After graduating from Hardee County High School two years
early, she entered Florida Southern College at the young of age sixteen, and Tommy was
attending Vanderbilt University in Nashville. During Mrs. Young's tenure at Florida
Southern College she was a member of the Alpha Omicron Pi sorority and very active in
their sports program. She was FSC's women's archery champion.
Mrs. Young's teaching career began when she was twenty, making her nearly the same
age of some of her students. She first taught eleven years in Hardee County and
concluded her 40 year teaching career in Fort Meade. Mrs. Young taught 9th and 10th
grade English for 29 years at Fort Meade High School. All students passing through her
class knew they would conjugate verbs and diagram sentences daily. She also believed
that all students should be exposed to the classics of English Literature. Her many
students still comment on hearing Julius Caesar's death on a long playing record, and
they requested that it be played numerous times. Her greatest joy came from watching
three generations of students pass through her class and become adults, and enjoyed
their visits over the years.
Mrs. Young was very active in community service, dedicating herself to the American
Cancer Society. She was named Citizen of the Year in 1982 in recognition for her service
to the community. Mrs. Young was a life-long Christian and attended the First United
Methodist Church of Bowling Green before her marriage in 1946, and then moved her
membership to the First United Methodist Church of Fort Meade. She was a Sunday
School teacher, choir member, and active in all areas of the church.

She was preceded in death by her loving husband of 65 years Tommy Young; parents,
William and Ruth Cole Cliett; brothers, James Cliett and William Cliett, Jr.; sister, Ida Mary
Addison.
Mrs. Young is survived by her daughters, Kathy Young, Fort Meade, FL, Jamie Harrell and
husband Scott, Fort Meade, FL; grandchildren, Elijah Harrell and Owen Harrell, and
seventeen nieces and nephews.
Visitation will be held 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., Friday, September 25, 2015 at the First
United Methodist Church, 135 East Broadway, Fort Meade, FL. Funeral services will follow
at 11:00 a.m. in the church sanctuary with Rev. Marion Sortore, Karolyn Nunnallee and
Stan Foster officiating. Interment will be in Bowling Green Cemetery, Bowling Green, FL.
In lieu of flowers, those wishing, may make contributions to the American Cancer Society
or to the First United Methodist Church of Fort Meade Reid Hall Building Fund.
Hancock Funeral Home, Fort Meade, FL 863-285-8171
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Comments

“

I loved Mrs. young! One of my favorite people. Wonderful person, fantastic teacher,
and a loving and giving wife and mother!
Cathy my heart and prayers go out to you.
All my love,
Debby Ramzy
Class of 1969

Debby Ramzy Crapse - October 03, 2015 at 08:27 AM

“

I am honored to have known Lorraine Young 48 years..Loved her key lime and pecan
pies and of course her company..Mr. and Mrs. Young and forever in my heart. They
were such a joy to be around.
God Speed,
Sonny Foreman

sonny foreman - September 26, 2015 at 07:05 PM

“

Mrs. Young. always gracious, kind and classically beautiful was an inspiration and
encouragement to all who knew her. A blessing and asset to her entire community,
she molded and improved the lives of her hundreds of fortunate students. She was a
treasure and icon to me as the amazing mother of Kathy Young, my oldest and
dearest friend. My heart aches over Kathy's loss and grief, but I cannot imagine a
finer example of a Southern lady so beloved and revered by all who knew her. I know
in my soul that God is blessing and rewarding her abundantly for her fruitful life and
that she has entered into the joy of her loving Savior. The ripple effect of all the good
this exemplary woman accomplished will extend and continue over the course of
many generations.
God bless you, Mrs. Young, and thank you for all the love and support you meted out
generously indescriminitely, and a special heartfelt thank you for giving me and the
world your incomparable daughter and my true friend soul mate, Kathy!
Peggy Langstaff

Margaret Langstaff - September 24, 2015 at 07:37 PM

“

As always your dear friend Patti & the girls purchased the Garden of Memories for
the family of Mrs. Lorraine Cliett Young.

As always your dear friend Patti & the girls - September 23, 2015 at 03:06 PM

“

Growing up next door to one of my favorite teachers was a great experience. Riding
to school with Mrs. Young and Mrs. Streshley was an education in itself. Mrs. Young
helped nurture my love of reading and words. Mrs. Young was a great lover of
animals and we adopted many strays much to the dismay of my mother and her
husband. She was a great lady and a blessing to all who were lucky enough to have
her in their lives. I will miss seeing her on my trips home to visit my parents. Kathy
know that you and your family is in my thoughts and prayers at this time.

Beth Mitchell Sequin - September 23, 2015 at 11:46 AM

“

Mrs. young made each student feel special. I can only imagine how many lives she
touched, and how many lives she changed throughout her carreer. Blessings and
peace to her family.

deedavis-campbell - September 23, 2015 at 09:05 AM

“

Kay Moyer lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Lorraine Cliett Young

Kay Moyer - September 23, 2015 at 04:57 AM

“

In late 70's I moved to this great community, to give my children a better school
environment. Little did I know a fine lady would take a stranger in as a friend.. Mrs. Young
touched my life, and I know has helped me become a better person had I not known her.
My children was not the only one to benefit our move,great community.
Kay - September 23, 2015 at 05:09 AM

“

Loved Mrs. Young as a teacher and a friend, sorry I could not be here for her memorial
service. She will be sorely missed.
Hugh Burnsed - September 29, 2015 at 09:51 AM

“

Wonderful memories of a favorite teacher who made a difference. Love you Mrs
Young. Praying for you Kathy and family.

Mary Mayfield Trask - September 22, 2015 at 09:36 PM

“

She made a positive difference to the lives of many.......so glad she touched
mine.....Kathy, my thoughts are with you...........Ida Mary (yes, you're aunt prompted
my folks to choose my name).

ida mary spears - September 22, 2015 at 08:28 PM

“

Lorraine was my dear, dear friend. I cannot put into words how much she meant to
me. We shared kids, dance lesson, junior bra shopping, lunch at Maas Brothers,
beach trips, & college. When my mother was so sick, she saw to my every need. She
& Tommy nursed my cutup hand in their bathroom. Thank you Lord Jesus was this
civic-minded, frank, kind, loyal, sincere, generous woman.

Diane Conley - September 22, 2015 at 08:15 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn of Mrs. Young's passing. She was one of my all-time favorite
teachers. Her smile always made the day better and she made you feel like she was
interested in you as a person, not just what you did in her class. Many happy days in
her class. Prayers for the family.
Donna Bowen Pierce

Donna Bowen Pierce - September 22, 2015 at 05:38 PM

