Mr. R. Branden Dykes
February 12, 1982 - September 7, 2016

SARASOTA - Mr. R. Branden Dykes, 34, passed away Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2016 in North
Port, FL. Branden was born Feb. 12, 1982 in Lakeland, FL and moved to Sarasota in 2012
from Blairsville, GA. A 2001 graduate of Union County High School in Blairsville, GA,
Branden was an outstanding football athlete and received a scholarship for his talents to
Shorter College in Rome, GA, where he was noted in the top one hundred athletes in the
state of Georgia. During this time, he was also given a special honor, and was voted to the
Atlanta Tipoff Club. Branden loved sports and he had a passion for helping younger
children grow with their own various sporting talents. He gave of his time serving as a little
league baseball coach, assisted in coaching a youth league, and mentored young athletes
in both baseball and basketball.
Branden was preceded in death by his paternal grandfather, Donald Dykes; maternal
great-grandparents, George and Haughty Neely, Sr.; paternal great-grandparents, Andrew
and Mary Pinter; his Mamaw and Papaw, and his step-paternal grandfather, Ferral
Mallory.
He is survived by his companion, Samantha Riccio, Sarasota, FL; daughter, Jordan
Swanson, Blairsville, GA; mother, Blenda Ray, Sarasota, FL; father, Raymond M. Dykes
and step-mother, Colleen Dykes, Lakeland, FL; brother, Travis Dykes and wife Kathryn,
Sarasota, FL; step-brothers, Nick Knowles and wife Carla, Atlanta, GA, Jayme Knowles,
Lakeland, FL; step-sister, Kristen Grimmel and husband Brent, Orlando, FL; maternal
grandmother, Marilyn "Granny" Gittens and husband Mike, Blairsville, GA; maternal
grandfather, Doug Ray and wife Phyllis, Fort Meade, FL; paternal grandmother, Carolyn
Mallory, Lakeland, FL; step-paternal grandmother, Martha Dykes, Fort Meade, FL; and
several aunts, uncles and cousins.
Visitation will be held 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., Monday, Sept. 12, 2016 at Hancock Funeral
Home, 945 E. Broadway, Fort Meade. Funeral services will follow at 11:00 a.m. in the
funeral home chapel with Rev. Bill Whitener officiating. Interment will be in Evergreen
Cemetery, Fort Meade.

In lieu of flowers, those wishing, may make donations to the family for assistance with
funeral expenses.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Hancock Funeral Home - September 11, 2016 at 08:26 AM

“

You Branden have see what only those of us left behind can imagine; until we meet again
young man.
Sandra - September 15, 2016 at 08:34 AM

“
“
“

Priceless video! Prayers continue for you and Raymond.
Adele Snead - September 15, 2016 at 09:26 AM

What beautiful memories of Branden! It is a wonderful remembrance.
Theresa Albors - September 15, 2016 at 05:47 PM

He was an awesome son and grandson. He will be missed ,but he is in a beautiful place
now walking on streets of gold. Prayers for the family.
Anna Sue - September 15, 2016 at 06:38 PM

“

I miss you every minute of everyday; i lost the love of my life & my soulmate the day i
lost you.. You are the most caring, loving, and amazing man i had ever met.. We may
have only had 3 years together- but now for the first time in my life i understand that
whole "it's better to have loved and lost then to have never loved at all".. You showed
me what unconditional love really meant. I'm grateful for every second we spent
together.. If there is a such thing as soul mates then you were absolutely mine.. As
much as i miss you; & still knowing everything i know now, i would do it the same
way everytime--if only because being loved by you was more than i could have ever
hoped for... We were perfectly imperfect together & i like to think i was able to give
you even half of what you gave me... Ill love you forever-- ill patiently wait until i can
see that gorgeous smile again one day.. Thank you for showing me what real love
is... I love&miss you with all of my heart baby... Its not easy doing all this without you,
but i know i can do it because you believed in me; that i could do anything...&just for
you i will never give up trying no matter how hard things get...you never gave up on
me (no matter how many times i gave you more than justifiable reason to lol) i owe
you that..to fight as hard as possible to keep going, and for you i will.
Love you;
always&forever,
Samantha

Samantha Riccio - February 09, 2019 at 07:31 PM

“

Although I did not know Branden personally, I know so many of his family on both
sides. I am so sorry for your loss. His life was cut way too short. Bill and I send our
sincere condolences and prayers to each of you. May the Lord give you strength to
face each day and comfort each of your hearts. Love and prayers, Bill and Freida
Martin, Lakeland, FL

Freida Martin - September 10, 2016 at 11:58 AM

“

Our hearts and prayers are with the family and friends on the loss of a beautiful
young man. We did not get to know Branden as well as we would have liked but the
brief time we knew him we could see the warm, gentle light that surrounded him. He
will be missed and may God wrap his comforting arms around the family and give
you all peace. Love, Elaine & Wayne from Blairsville.

Elaine Vila - September 10, 2016 at 08:52 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Branden was a loving and kind son, brother and friend.
His smile could light up the room. One of my funniest memories of Branden is seeing
him come across St. Johns Pass on the jet ski while wearing a life jacket that was
about 5 sizes too small for him - he always made you laugh.
Beverly

Beverly Lanier - September 10, 2016 at 08:00 AM

“

The Patel and Gerhart families. purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family
of Mr. R. Branden Dykes.

The Patel and Gerhart families. - September 09, 2016 at 10:23 PM

“

Our Love & Prayers are with you Blenda, Raymond & Travis. We will always
remember the good times at the lake. Branden was always the center of attention &
such a joy to be around.. Rest in Peace Branden.
Love Bub, Lynn Woods & family

Dwayne & Lynn Woods - September 09, 2016 at 08:31 PM

